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On the Vedic Prosody 
 
The Vedic Meters are called Chandas. In RV there are few varieties of chandas: 5 
syllables in pada (foot), which rare, 8, 11 and 12. 
 

1) 5 sillables in a pada:  ∪ __ ∪ __ ∪ , combined in the tetrameter build dvīpadā 
virāj (very rare meter):  

paśvā na tāyum | guhā catantam | 
namo yujāntam | namo vahantam ||  

              
2) 8 syllables meter, usually iambic, consists of two feet: 
 

           ∪ __ ∪ __ | ∪ __ ∪ ∪ |    agnim iḻe purohitam | 
 

a) when combined in the trimeter gives Gāyatrī: 
agnim īḻe purohitam |  
yajñasya devam ṛtvijam |  
hotāraṃ ratnadhātamam || 

b) when combined in four, tetrameter, then it builds anuṣṭubh (2 and 2 
padas) 

c) when combined in five, pentameter, it gives pāṅkti (2 and 3 padas) 
d) when combined in six, hexameter, it gives mahāpāṅkti (2 and 4 padas); 
e) when combined in seven, heptameter, it gives śakvarī, (3 and 4 padas). 

 
1) 11 syllables pada, combined in the tetrameter is called triṣṭubh. It is the first 

most used chandas in RV (2/5 hymns). It is of two kinds:  
 

a) ∪ __ ∪ __ ,  ∪∪__ |  __ ∪ __ ∪   | yahvā iva pra vayām ujjihānāḥ 
b) ∪ __ ∪ __ ∪,  ∪∪  |  __ ∪ __ ∪   | abodhi hotā yajathāya devān 

 

2) Jagatī is the third most used meter in the RV. It has four padas and twelve 
syllables in a pada which are of two different kinds: 
 

a) ∪ __ ∪ __ , ∪∪__ |  __ ∪ __ ∪  ∪  | tuvā́m agne átithim pūrviyáṃ víśaḥ 
b) ∪ __ ∪ __ ∪, ∪∪  |  __ ∪ __ ∪  ∪  | pratnám pratnā́sa ūtáye sahaskr̥ta  
 

The caesura is falling after the fourth or the fifth syllable and the cadenza is always of 
five syllables. It has mainly iambic, and in this sense it differs from triṣṭubh where in 
cadenza it mainly trochaic. 
 

Sometimes the term dimeter is used for metrical schemes based on the 8-syllable 
(gāyatrī) pada, there being a two-fold division of a pada into opening and cadence; 
and the term trimeter for schemes based on 11-syllable (triṣṭubh) or 12-syllable (jagatī) 
padas, the division being into opening, break and cadence. The principal difference 
between the two forms of trimeter is in the rhythm of the cadence: generally trochaic 
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for triṣṭubh padas and iambic for jagatī padas. Except for one significant collection, 
gāyatrī padas are also generally iambic in the cadence.1 

There are other more extended meters which are only a combination of the 8 and 12 
syllabic padas: 

a) 8 8, 12  -   uṣṇiḥ; 
b) 12 8, 8  -   purauṣṇiḥ; 
c) 8 12, 8  -   kakubh; 
d) 8 8, 12 8 -  bṛhatī; 
e) 12 8, 12 8 - satobṛhatī; 
f) 8 8 8, 8 8, 12 8 – atiśakvarī; 
g) 12 12 8, 8 8, 12 8 - atyaṣṭi; 
h) 8 8, 12 8, 12 8, 12 8 – bārhata pragātha (comb. of bṛhatī with satobṛhatī); 
i) 8 12 8, 12 8, 12 8 – kākubha-pragātha (comb. of kakubh with satobṛhatī).  

Some examples: 

Jagatī: 

Tvam! A?¶ \ta/yv>/ sm! $?ixre à/Æm! à/Æas? /̂tye? shSk«t ,  
pu/é/í/NÔ< y?j/t< iv/ñxa?ys</ dmU?ns< g&/hp?it</ vre?{ym! . 5-008-01 
 
tuvā́m agna | r̥tāyávaḥ sám īdhire |  pratnám pratnā́sa | ūtáye sahaskr̥ta | 
puruścandráṃ | yajatáṃ viśvádhāyasaṃ | dámūnasaṃ | gr̥hápatiṃ váreṇiyam 5.008.01 
 

Tvam! A?¶e/ Ait?iwm! pU/Vy¡ ivz>? zae/ic:ke?z< g&/hp?it</ in ;e?idre ,  
b&/hTke?tum! pué/êp<? xn/Sp&t<? su/zmaR?[</ Svv?s< jr/iÖ;?m! . 5-008-02 
 

tuvā́m agne | átithim pūrviyáṃ víśaḥ \ śocíṣkeśaṃ | gr̥hápatiṃ ní ṣedire 
br̥hátketum | pururū ́paṃ dhanaspŕ̥taṃ \ suśármāṇaṃ | suávasaṃ jaradvíṣam  
5.008.02    
 
Triṣṭubh: 
 

Abae?Xy! A/i¶> s/imxa/ jna?na/m! àit? xe/num! #?vay/tIm! %/;as?m! ,  
y/þa #?v/ à v/yam! %/i¾ha?na>/ à -a/nv>? isöte/ nak/m! ACD? . 5-001-01  

                                                 
1 From Wikipediya. 
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Abae?ix/ haeta? y/jwa?y de/van! /̂XvâR A/i¶> su/mna>? àa/trœ A?Swat! ,  
sim?ÏSy/ éz?dœ AdizR/ pajae? m/han! de/vs! tm?sae/ inrœ A?maeic . 5-001-02  
 

ábodhi agníḥ samídhā jánānām práti dhenúm ivāyatī ́m uṣā́sam 
yahvā́ iva prá vayā́m ujjíhānāḥ prá bhānávaḥ sisrate nā́kam ácha    5.001.01    
 
ábodhi hótā yajáthāya devā́n ūrdhvó agníḥ sumánāḥ prātár asthāt 
sámiddhasya rúśad adarśi pā́jo mahā́n devás támaso nír amoci        5.001.02     
 

Gāyatrī: 

sus?imÏay zae/ic;e? "&/t< tI/ì< ju?haetn ,  A/¶ye? ja/tve?dse . 5-005-01  
nra/z<s>? su;UdtI/m< y/}m! Ada?_y> ,  k/ivrœ ih mxu?hSTy> . 5-005-02  
$/i¦/tae A?¶/ Aa v/heNÔ<? ic/Çm! #/h ià/ym! , su/oE rwe?i-rœ /̂tye? . 5-005-03  
^[R?èda/ iv à?wSva/_y! AkaR A?nU;t ,  -va? n> zuæ sa/tye? . 5-005-04  
devI?rœ Öarae/ iv ï?yXv< suàay/[a n? /̂tye? ,  àà? y/}m! p&?[Itn . 5-005-05 
Anuṣṭubh: 

soa?y>/ s< v>? s/MyÂ/m! #;</ Staem<? ca/¶ye? ,  
vi;R?óay i]tI/nam! /̂jâR nPÇe/ sh?Svte . 5-007-01  
k…Ça? ic/dœ ySy/ sm&?taE r/{va nrae? n&/;d?ne ,  
AhR?Ntz! ic/dœ ym! #?Nx/te s<?j/ny?iNt j/Ntv>? . 5-007-02  
s< ydœ #/;ae vna?mhe/ s< h/Vya manu?;a[am! ,  
%/t *u/çSy/ zv?s \/tSy? r/iZmm! Aa d?de . 5-007-03  
 

Pāṅkti: 
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A/i¶< tm! m?Nye/ yae vsu/rœ ASt</ y< yiNt? xe/nv>? ,  
ASt/m! AvR?Nt Aa/zvae =?St</ inTya?sae va/ijn/ #;<? Stae/t&_y/ Aa -?r . 5-006-01  
sae A/i¶rœ yae vsu?rœ g&/[e s< ym! Aa/yiNt? xe/nv>? ,  
sm! AvR?Ntae r"u/Ô‚v>/ s< su?ja/tas>? sU/ry/ #;<? Stae/t&_y/ Aa -?r . 5-006-02  
A/i¶rœ ih va/ijn<? iv/ze dda?it iv/ñc?;Ri[> ,  
A/¶I ra/ye Sva/-uv</ s àI/tae ya?it/ vayR/m! #;<? Stae/t&_y/ Aa -?r . 5-006-03  
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On the Meters (general note). 

Iambic/iamb: two syllables with the stress on the second syllable 
example: Whose woods these are I think I know. (Iambic tetrameter) 

Trochaic/trochee: two syllables with the stress on the first syllable 
example: Double, double toil and trouble, (trochaic tetrameter) 
Fire burn and cauldron bubble. 

Anapestic/anapest: three syllables with the stress on the last syllable 
example: With the sheep in the fold and the cows in their stalls. (Anapestic tetrameter) 

Dactylic/dactyl: three syllables with the stress on the first syllable 
example: Love again, song again, nest again, young again. (Dactylic tetrameter) 

Numbers of Meter: 
monometer: one foot line, - Thus I (trochaic monometer) 
dimeter: two foot line, - Workers earn it. (Trochaic dimeter) 
trimeter: three foot line, - The idle life I lead. (Iambic trimeter) 
tetrameter: four foot line, - Whose woods these are I think I know. 
pentameter: five foot line, - Rough winds do shake the darling buds of May. (Iambic pentameter) 
hexameter: six, - To think how they may ache in icy hoods and mails. (Iambic hexameter) 
heptameter: seven, - It looked extremely rocky for the Mudville nine that day. (Iambic heptameter) 
octometer: eight, - Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered weak and weary. (Trochaic octometer) 

Rhyme: identical repetition between two different words 
-position: end rhyme, internal rhyme 
-kinds of rhyme: 
-masculine: one syllable rhymed words,  blend/send 
-feminine: a stressed the unstressed syllable, lawful/awful 
-triple: three syllable rhymed word,  quivering/shivering 

 

 

 

 


